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Approximately 1.5 million cancer survivors are parents of minor children, with approximately 80% of these
survivors being women under the age of 50 years. Most of what is known about the challenges of parenting
dependent children following a cancer diagnosis is based on studies with NHW mothers, with little known about
the experiences of cancer-diagnosed Hispanic mothers. The purpose of this study was to describe, in their
own words, the lived experience of Hispanic mothers who are in the early phases of cancer treatment and
recovery while concurrently rearing dependent children. Nine mothers participated in focus groups interviews.
Verbatim transcripts were coded using inductive content analysis within a framework of grounded theory.
Analysis revealed 14 domains that organized participants’ responses around four key areas. Although one
group of domains highlighted the mothers’ perceived advantages of being extremely open with their children
about her cancer, a second group of domains highlighted the mothers’ struggles in knowing what to share with
their children. Another group of domains related to participants’ evaluation of their maternal role following
cancer. A final group of domains characterized the behaviors of the children in response to the mother’s
cancer. The environment in which Hispanic mothers managed the early phases of treatment and rehabilitation,
was co-created with their children. Mothers and their children mutually protected each other from the negative
impacts of cancer.
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